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Southern California Region members took
to the skies for our March tour by visiting
the Museum of Flying in Santa Monica. A
rich history that affected civilian and military
air travel the world over can be found right
here in our Region near the site of the former
headquarters of Douglas Aircraft.

Donald Douglas, Sr., founded the
company in 1921 and it quickly became a
dominant player in the aviation arena. In
1924, the United States Army commissioned
Douglas to build a plane to circumnavigate
the globe. The Douglas World Cruiser (DWC)
met the challenge and to ensure success,
Douglas had the forethought to stash extra
parts — including engines — at airports along
the route. An interesting side note, the fuel
system was designed by an early Douglas
Aircraft employee named Jack Northrup.
Northrup would go on to found Northrup
Aviation, another key player and aviation icon
here in Southern California.

Photos clockwise from top left:

Welcome to the Museum of Flying!;
Regional Director Gary Carr’s 1941
Cadillac 62 Coupe; John Milliken’s “new”
1941 Cadillac 62 Convertible Coupe.
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interesting displays was a model of how the
Douglas factory, surrounding buildings and
airstrip were camouflaged and hidden from
adversaries that might have attempted to
bomb this critical supplier to the war effort.
After all, Douglas produced 30,000 planes
during that time and was a major employer,
with its workforce swelling to 160,000 with
the planes largely built by woman.

For those who were not on the tour, to
see how the elaborate camouflage scheme
was executed, along with much more
memorabilia including the Clan Douglas

Photos this page clockwise from top left: Replica of bagpipes, you will have to visit the Museum
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One of the most interesting displays was a model of how
the Douglas factory, surrounding buildings and alrstrip were
camoutlaged and hidden from adversaries that might have

attempted to bomb this critical supplier to the war effort.
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