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hile organizing some automotive

literature, I came across these items

of interest, illustrating a comfort

innovation developed during the Classic Era. For

the 1940 model year, Packard (and possibly Chrysler)

introduced air conditioning in its passenger

vehicles. Developed by Bishop and Babcock of

Cleveland, Ohio, the trunk- mounted unit delivered

cooled air into the passenger compartment via a

vent opening in the rear package shelf. Packard

called this Weather Conditioning and offered it

through 1942. The option was priced at nearly $300.

An Air-Cooled Car! ¥or yan Ammsin has e wiking, “Shes
will antsamsbils interioms be cooled for summner driving?™ The sseser o SOTT . b the
1980 Pachard = the first motor car 1o affer complete, yracarmend T asther-Condtiondng
us @ slansdard, sxiresmt soorwory installed o1 the factery.

Quick Cooling! Pudunl Wesber-Condisanar, when reguisiol
foer ronling Tasctions immediglely when the cer engiee s siared. {0 s sseind i swepebio
frcor shiart trips s well s for long—and aperates elfecibeely ol all cor speeds.

Heat for Winter! Giisg se-amund comfest, the Packari Weather.
Candidis el am ab of cleam. heated alr threaghout the car bor wismter
driving. A simple sdjustment of damper esnirole loeated im the trunk oomparimest con-
worts the Weathor-Comlitioner [rom a eooling svstem 80 & healing sysiess. As with cooled
wir, the beated sir is direeted threngh 1he mame grille, to fallosw the contomms of ihe war
rosd smd Is distribwted throuphest the isterior of the e

Clased Window Comfort! 1a meser, as well o i winter,
pasongers may ridn i cesmbert with all wimdows elosed. Dér, dust and ineseis soel se
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Simple to Operate! pu mechanicl knosledgs i
pewderd 1% aperwie ihe Fackanl Wealhor-Conditiener, & handy swilch sa
thee dhashi yegulabes the speed of the hlswer to mpply the desirnd wabamn
of warmi slr in winler or ool sir in summer, The desper cestrols in the
trunk compariment, which govern the opertion of the syeiem lor ceoling o
Taeuting, s cloashy marked and casily adjused
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QUICK FACTS:

VEAR-ARSEND CoMPSRY—The Packard
W pather Lamditioner provides sithes liestisg
or coaling., socerding te the seassm, Abr is ool
by & mechanioil rofrigeralion prooes.
CROLING PRINCIFLE- he same i i hoiise-
|T=-H relrigerators, Prasilesl, troablefees,
s

TBSLING EFFRTIVENESS-Coaling plams of
this type are valed i socordanss with ihe
equivalenl ensling ellect of & quaniity of s
wed for the same perposs in fevstydour
Boviris. The Pahaml spdem hae o sscling
rapacify ai higher sur sposds opuivaless 1
the roolimg eflert of plaring one and snehall
# Iwe doms of e in Ve cor oy o b melied
in tweniyfour bowrs, whish imelisstes jae
ahilsty in weal ai fower car speeds.
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HEATING FREVEIFLE - Ar b beateed by s
ing ihreugh & eete bm which bt waber ds
rirruluted. Hesting sore b in dilleem part
of samr leunbng 1 oling seile

R TERING - Adr b Bliered e b8 passes theough
the unia whick keeps it cleam, snd low in pal
bm coatent. Filler operates with cither heai-
liig of cosdifig.

SMPLE ABSISTSIEST—To change frem heat-
bsg 1 eoaling of oolisg 10 beating, b ds
nrctiary soly s sdjust damger contral fevers

in the Irusk ooy This adj
iskes snly & frw seconde Diaring the winter
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PstLaTiey - Every Packard equipped with
B psahr Lanilltivndng hee edditsmal spectal
iy bmsilaties be help makmals desieed b
bTied brmprratare
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ening s installed 50 the factory. while the
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AN EECLESTVE 8YSTEM — W anihorLanli-
dhmdng b mer e b cenfased wihh sosssen
mapes ol beaning. “sssditeed alt™ or veatk
lating, spstmms. 11 in the sndy svalrin mve evmil
akle sx & stomdurd seessery which proevides
welrpgerand susling we well o Beazing

PACKARD MOTOR CAR COMPANY - DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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Clockwise from top left:
1940 Packard Air Conditioning spread from catalog; 1940 Packard Air
Conditioning quick facts page from catalog; 1941 Cadillac rear window blinds;
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1940 Packard leads again in providing passenger comfort!
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Cadillac offered a similar unit in 1941 and
an estimated 300 cars were equipped with this
option. Rear window “Venetian Blinds” were
fitted to direct air away from the hot rear glass
and toward the passengers. Cadillac would not
offer air conditioning again until 1953, also as a
trunk-mounted unit.

Allen B. Simons is authoring a book about
the history of automotive air conditioning,
scheduled for publication within the next year.

Has anyone seen a Classic-era Chrysler with

air-conditioning? e
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CADILLAC AIR COMRITIONING MANUAL

GEMERAL DESCRIPTIOM

The Cadillinc air-conditiconing ayates
provides n moans of cooling, dehsmidifying,
Filtering ond recircolating the air in the
interlor of the car, therety providing =
oonfortable ear interior Suring extrescly
witm woather.

The alr-conditiening sysies Is avail-
able a1 extro cost on all 4l-Series Cadillss
ears; but the installation sust be made at
the Codillsc factory &t The time the car ie
being aaseabled.

1. Comtrols

The anly control which the driver needn
to manipulate is the ewitch for the evepor-
Ator fan, lecated en the flange of the in-
atrument pamel. This switch has three
speeds, s woll &8 "off,*® to peralt the de—
gired degree of cooling to be selocted,

Cantimwonn cooling 1s pomsible only by
keeping the eaglne of tha car funning.

When the car 18 10 b operated [or Sone
time without meed of the aircconditioning
system, the system can be disconmested by
m:w_ijm: the compressar drive belt.

3. Air Circulation

¥hen the evaporator Ton §8 furned &a,
air s drewn Crom the car Imterios under
the fear asal and through the sir Tllier
imte the cooling or "evaporator® codl,
whers it 18 cooled nnd dehusidified. It
is then discharged by the blower through
the directional louovers so that it follows
the contour of the reofl and circulates
thiough the car. [See Figurs 1.)

The symiem will function moat of ficient-
Iy £ all windows and vemtllatars are
clesed, Vestllation, if desirable, con be
pecared elther by cpening the fresh air o=
let for the heater (Ef & ventilating heater
haa been installed) or by opening the cowl
ventlintor pot more than ane notoh.

3. Befrigecation le

The refrigersnt used lo Freom (F-13), &
nea-texle, no-corfoslve, soh-iallassable,
nos-irrltating, and practically cdoricss
gan which has o boiling point of -219F.,
AT mimcspheris pressure.

The refrigerant §s adsitted through the
expammion velve to ihe cooling or evepors=
tor ooil. Before pessing throogh the valve,
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Clockwise from
top right:

1941 Cadillac

air conditioning
manual and
diagram;

1941 Cadillac
compressor; 1941
Cadillac 60 Special
rear window blinds;
1941 Cadillac
trunk-mounted

air conditioning.





