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CAR COLLECTION 

On a gray and stormy Saturday morning, 

February 25th, 32 of our members enjoyed 

a tour of the famous and seldom seen 

Stan Lucas Car Collection in Long Beach. 

Stan, a long time Southern California 

Region member, owns Lucas Classic Tires 

headquartered in Long Beach, California. 

Over the years, he has been a frequent 

exhibitor and winner at many prestigious 

concours, including Pebble Beach and 

Amelia Island. Also, many of his cars 

have participated in the Rose Parade in 

Pasadena.

Stan’s collection is vast and eclectic. 

It consists of more than 100 cars with 

amazing examples of Brass and nickel era 

cars along with many prewar Full Classics® 

from the late 1920s through the 1930s. 

Within the collection, Stan has specialized 

in steam-driven cars. He may own the 

greatest number of Stanley and Doble 

steamers in existence.

In addition to fine examples of 

Packard, Cadillac and Lincoln, there are 
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many rarely seen marques, including a beautiful Studebaker 

President Four Seasons Roadster, two Franklins, several Mercer 

Raceabouts and Stutz Bearcats, and three Wills Sainte Claires. 

One Lincoln attracted a lot of attention. It was a 1932 KB dual 

cowl phaeton which had a grisly history. It’s believed to have 

been owned by Thelma Todd, a prominent movie actress 

from the late ’20s and early ’30s. In 1935, she was found dead 

in her Malibu mansion’s garage, slumped over the Lincoln’s 

steering wheel. The coroner determined the cause of death was 

asphyxiation from carbon monoxide emitted from the car’s 

idling engine. The incident remains one of Hollywood’s great 

mysteries: Was it an accident? Did she commit suicide? Or was it 

murder? We’ll probably never know the answer. (But it certainly 

is a beautiful car.)

The collection also contains a vast array of books covering 

automobiles, aircraft and world history. The books alone would 

dwarf those sections in any public library. 

Our tour concluded after two hours. We then proceeded to the 

Belmont Brewing Company on the beach in Belmont Shores for 

lunch. The food was great and the beer even better.

Our thanks to fellow Club member, Paul Ginsberg, for 

contacting Stan and arranging the tour of his collection. And if you 

need tires for your Classic, be sure to call Lucas Classic Tires! •
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